
A Fantastic Voyage  
By Paul Farnsworth  |  Region 1 Director 

 

At ALA's Annual Conference in Orlando this May, 

my term as Region 1 Director formally comes to 

an end.  Although it has been two years, it seems 

like just yesterday that I stepped into this role and 

I have enjoyed every minute of the trip.  I have had 

the great fortune and honor to serve this region 

for four years as both a Regional Officer and Di-

rector and to also work with extremely capable 

and dedicated individuals.  Having the opportunity 

to meet and work with so many of you has truly 

been rewarding and has made a difference in my 

life.  As I step aside, I am pleased to re-introduce you to Janine Book 

who will be Region 1 Director for the next three years.  Janine served as 

Region 1 Communications Officer from 2006-2008 and was one of the 

architects in developing our Region 1 Reporter.  She is a dynamic indi-

vidual who has previously served ALA in numerous roles and who will 

apply her many talents to benefit the region. 

 

Our Region 1 Management Team this past year was comprised of Susan 

Gay, Mary Lawson, Rita Thompson, CLM, and At-Large Director Bill 

Mech.  It has been an extreme pleasure to work with this group of tal-

ented leaders, and I sincerely thank each of them for their vast contribu-

tions to the region and our members.  We worked well together and 

also had a bit of fun on our journey.  The friendships that we formed will 

last a long time.  Susan, Mary and Rita will continue their voyage as part 

of the Region 1 Management Team during 2011-2012 and we will all 

benefit from their leadership experience. 

 

Bill Mechõs term on the ALA Board of Directors also ends this May.  

Although he was only with our team one year, Bill had a huge impact on 

our group and his contributions were many.  His insight, positive atti-

tude and sense of humor were valuable to the successful completion of 

every task we undertook and he helped make all of our jobs easier with 

his sage advice and assistance.  Our new At-Large Director is Sabine 

Curto, who many may know from her term as Region 2 Director during 

our combined Regions 1 & 2 Conference in Savannah, Georgia in 2009.  

We are fortunate to have Sabine join the team and provide her strong 

ALA knowledge and her management experience in support of our re-

gional activities. 

 

My term may be ending, but I plan to continue my involvement with ALA 

wherever possible.  This voyage will live on with me for many years to 

come and for that I am truly grateful.  I strongly recommend that you 

consider putting your òname in the ható for a Regional Officer position 

or for service on an ALA committee.  The benefits you derive will be 

immense and your experience very worthwhile.   

 

Paul Farnsworth is affiliated with the Rochester Chapter and is the Executive 

Director at Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP. 
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Take the Newsletter Quiz 

to Win a Valuable Prize  
 

Enter now for a chance to win a Kindle Reading Device with Free 3G 

and Wi-Fi.  Contest ends Friday, May 13 .  Click here to enter your 

responses to the ALA Region 1 Newsletter Quiz .  The answers to 

all questions are included in this issue.   

 

TIP:  Print the newsletter before you begin for ease of reference.  

Good luck! 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NF2HYGX
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ALA is coming to Pittsburgh! The Pittsburgh Legal Administrators 

Association (PLAA) is delighted to welcome everyone to our city. 

We are looking forward to showing our gratitude and hospitality 

when you visit us in October.  

 

Founded in 1976 and with over 125 members from firms of all sizes, 

PLAAõs educational programs, vendor partnership program, quarterly 

newsletter, Community Service Committee, Allegheny County Bar 

partnership, and award-winning Web site are all driven by our mem-

bers. We are also proud to have Janine Book join the Region 1 team, 

sharing her considerable expertise with the regional team and also 

bringing great ideas back to Pittsburgh from other ALA chapters. 

 

In addition to attending an outstanding conference, there are many 

more reasons to come to Pittsburgh. Weõre proud of our city and we 

canõt wait for you to discover all that makes Pittsburgh unique. The 

PLAA has assembled some fun things to do while you are in town and 

created a brochure ð Pittsburgh: All of this and more Click here to 

download brochure.  The offerings are so tempting you may want to 

extend your stay a few days.  

 

We are confident you will be delighted by our city. And, when you 

include the outstanding regional conference, a fabulous vendor exhibit 

hall and networking opportunities galore, how can you miss it? See 

you in Pittsburgh in October! 

 

Anne Parys is affiliated with the Pittsburgh Chapter and is the Director of 

Marketing at Rothman Gordon, P.C.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. An enviable art scene.  Pittsburgh has a large art community 

for a city of its size. Whether you like theatre, museums, music 

or history, there is plenty to choose from.   

 

2. An ethnic food paradise.  The Strip District, where Italian, 

Lebanese, Polish, Asian, and Mexican markets jostle with funky 

retail shops, chocolatiers and street vendors. Go there hungry! 

 

3. Vibrant night life.   The theatre district is hopping on the week-

end and new restaurants are drawing people into town. But to 

really experience Pittsburgh at night, try the bars and nightclubs 

on the South Side, the Rivers Casino on the North Shore, or the 

new restaurants springing up in East Liberty. 

 

4. Some great shopping.  Downtown there is Macyõs and Saks but 

you may also want to visit Nordstrom and Tiffanyõs at Ross Park 

Mall. If boutiques or unique shops are more your style, Lawrence-

ville, South Side and Shadyside all have lovely main streets to 

stroll. 

 

5. Pittsburgh will surprise you.  Rated a most livable city multiple 

times by Places Rated Almanac and The Economist, Pittsburgh is still 

a pretty well-kept secret. Weõre glad you are being let in on how 

lovely the town truly is. 

 

 
 

Pittsburgh Welcomes ALA  
By Anne Parys 

 

The Top Five Reasons to Visit Pittsburgh  

http://www.plaa.com/Resources/Documents/PLAA%20Annual%20conference%20brochure%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.plaa.com/Resources/Documents/PLAA%20Annual%20conference%20brochure%20FINAL.pdf


Region 1 Grant Program  

A Golden Opportunity  
By Paul Farnsworth   

Several years ago, through the inspiration of then Region 1 Director, 

Barbara Foley, CLM, the Region 1 Management Team created the 

Region 1 Grant Program.  The program is designed to assist chapters 

with a specific need, or with limited resources, in providing educational 

programs and networking events.  As the program enters its fourth 

year, we are pleased with its success, not only from the interest it has 

generated among the chapters, but also from the variety of grants we 

have been able to award. 

 

In our first year of the program, five chapters completed the grant 

application and two chapters were awarded grant funds.  In the last 

two years, the number of applicants each year has almost doubled and 

we have awarded grants to three and four chapters, respectively, each 

year.  Grants have been awarded for a variety of purposes including: 

 

ß Design, development and implementation of a chapter Web site. 

 

ß Conference scholarships. 

 

ß Assistance with speaker fees for prominent speakers invited to 

speak at chapter meetings. 

 

ß Purchase of technology to facilitate participation in monthly chap-

ter meetings of chapter members and unaffiliated ALA members. 

 

ß Development of CLE programs on ethics to be held in partner-

ship with a bar association. 

 

ß Assistance with costs for a chapterõs educational symposium and 
business partner expo. 

 

As you can see, these awards (which range from $500 to $1,000) have 

helped chapter leaders solidify the foundations of education, resources 

and networking for their chapters.  These initiatives have allowed 

chapters to enhance their programs and even increase their chapter 

membership.  As they say, òthe proof is in the puddingó and itõs also in 

the words of our chapter leaders: 

 

òThe Web site will provide a platform for our members to 

communicate and will become a valuable resource in pro-

moting education, knowledge and community involve-

ment.ó 

 

òThe grant provided the opportunity for a member to 

attend an annual conference, which they would not have 

been able to attend otherwise, and reap the benefits of 

what the conference has to offer.ó 

 

òAttendance at this meeting was extremely high thanks to 

the ability of the chapter to bring in a prominent and well-

known speaker.ó 

 

Guest speaker James Carville with ALA President Rita Alli,  

New York City Chapter President John Hall, CPA, and Region  1 

Communications Officer Rita Thompson, CLM.  

New York City  

15th Annual Attorney 

Luncheon  

 

By John Hall, CPA    
 

The ALA New York City Chapter held its annual Attorney Luncheon 

on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 at the Pierre Hotel, which is located on 

Fifth Avenue near Central Park.  This is the Chapterõs year-end event 

to celebrate its accomplishments and to officially òpass the gaveló to 

the incoming President.  With more than 300 members, lawyers and 

business partners in attendance, it is an opportunity for the partners to 

see the value of the organization and the benefits it brings to their 

firms.   

 

The program included a warm greeting by special guest ALA President 

Rita Alli who was followed by Chapter President John Hall, CPA.  John 

described the Chapterõs many achievements during the year including 

an electronic newsletter, new membership brochure, transitioning a 

new chapter management company, setting a chapter record for spon-

sor revenue, raising more than $30,000 for charity, and creating new 

CLMSM scholarships.  In addition, the Chapter reduced its administra-

tive expenses by 20 percent and used the savings to provide 40 mem-

bers with scholarships to the ALA Annual Conference in Orlando. 

(continued on Page 4) 
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The 2011 grant application has been distributed to chapter leaders and 

we hope that each chapter will seriously consider submitting a request 

for the available grant funds.  We recognize the challenges that chap-

ters sometimes face in meeting the needs of their members.  The Re-

gional Management Team is available to assist you in achieving your 

goals.  Please contact any one of us with your questions on the grant 

program. 
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The Chapter held its first managing partner event in 1997 at the Inter-

Continental Hotel where Herman Badillo, a member of the firm Fis-

chbein Badillo Wagner & Harding and the first native-born Puerto 

Rican elected to Congress, spoke about the business of running a law 

firm.  A variety of prominent speakers have been featured throughout 

the years, including New York State Governor Mario Cuomo, New 

York City Mayor Ed Koch, newscaster Cokie Roberts, Harvard law 

professor Alan Dershowitz, broadcast journalist Catherine Crier, New 

York Jets quarterback and Heisman trophy winner Vinny Testaverde 

and Erin Brockovich, a legal assistant whose tenacity and persistence 

were the force behind the largest medical settlement lawsuit in history.  

This yearõs speaker, political consultant James Carville, did a masterful 

job mixing politics with economics and adding plenty of humor with his 

presentation.  

  

Here are a few comments from this yearõs attendees: 

 

òThe New York City Chapterõs Attorney Luncheon was one of the 

highlights of my year as ALA President!  It was a memorable event 

from start to finish, with amazing attention to every detail.  James Car-

ville gave an engaging and provocative presentation that resonated with 

the audience.  This event exemplified professionalism in its highest 

form and made me proud to be an ALA member!ó 

 

   Rita Alli 

   Stoel Rives LLP 

 

òGreat food, great ambience, an engaging and enigmatic speaker and a 

room full of friends, colleagues and respected lawyers.  What a great 

way to spend an afternoon!  It is one of the New York City Chapter's 

best attorney luncheons to date.ó 

 

   Nadia Wagner 

   Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 

 

òJames Carville was engaging and I haven't laughed so much in a long 

time! This event is a must for all members and their managing part-

ners.ó 

   Frances Voulo-Romani 

   Lankler Siffert & Wohl, LLP 

 

òThe attorney luncheon was a home run. The Hotel Pierre was a grand 

slam. Speaker James Carville never strikes out. All in all, it was a fantas-

tic event!ó 

   Diane Fugalli 

   Hoffman & Baron LLP 

 

For more details on the luncheon, see the March/April 2011 edition of 

New York, New York, the New York City Chapterõs award-winning 

newsletter, at www.alanyc.org.  

 

John Hall, CPA is the Chief Financial Officer for Davis & Gilbert LLP.  

 

(continued from Page 3) 
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Boston Chapter 

Managing Partner Luncheon 

10 New Jersey Chapter  

Managing Partner Night 

22-25 Annual Conference & Exposition  

Orlando, Florida 

 June  

20 New Jersey Chapter 

Past Presidents 6th Annual Golf Outing 

21 Boston Chapter 

Annual Golf Tournament 

July  

15-16 Chapter Leadership Institute 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

September  

15-17 Regions 3 & 4 Conference & Expo 

Kansas City, Missouri 

22-24 Large Firm Administrators Retreat 

Chicago, Illinois 

October  

3-7 Professional Legal Management Week 

7-9 13th Annual Community Challenge Weekend  

13-15 Region 1 Conference & Expo 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

20-22 Region 6 Conference & Expo 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

27-29 Region 5 Conference & Expo 

Seattle, Washington 

November  

3-5 Region 2 Conference & Expo 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

Rita Thompson, CLM  

Communications Officer and Editor  

 
Please forward announcements, news, photos and article 

suggestions to RThompson@kmollp.com 

http://www.alanyc.org


Chapter News  
 

The Boston Chapter  held its Spring Member/Business Partner Social 

on March 31, 2011 at the historic Ames Building.  Built in 1893, the 

Ames Building was originally home to the Ames Agricultural Tool 

Company and held the prestigious status of Bostonõs tallest building for 

26 years. More than 120 members and business partners joined in the 

festivities. 

 

Long Island Chapter President Charlotte Holshue announced the 

Chapter will hold its first managing attorneys event at the Cold Spring 

Country Club in Huntington, New York on Friday, May 13, 2011 from 

8:30 to 10:30 a.m.  The event, which will be co-hosted by the CBS 

Coverage Group, Inc. and Israeloff, Trattner & Co., P.C., will feature a 

presentation on business development strategies by Bruce Libman of 

Clients for Life, Rita Thompson, CLM , who will speak on the bene-

fits of ALA membership, and a panel of managing partners who will 

present management scenarios that benefited from ALA support.  

 

The New York City Chapter  is awarding 40 scholarships to the 

2011 ALA Annual Conference & Exposition in Orlando, Florida.  Chap-

ter President John Hall, CPA , announced that the Chapter would 

end its fiscal year with a surplus, thanks to record business partner 

revenues combined with significant cost-cutting efforts.  The Chapterõs 

Board agreed that the best use of the funds would be to further the 

organizationõs primary objectiveñthe education of its members.  

 

New York City Chapter  member Stephanie Ransom, CLM , 

announced the recent publication of her first book, A Calculated Be-

trayal, by Ransom Notes. Her book tackles the sensitive subject of race 

relations. She cleverly intertwines the lives of the rich and powerful, 

special operatives and FBI agents to tell her spellbinding tale of greed, 

love, hatred and the ultimate betrayal.  Stephanieõs book can be pur-

chased online at www.amazon.com and www.barnesandnoble.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Our New 

Members  

 
Connecticut  
Robert G. Becker 
Josephine Pelegano 
Chrysta M. Plummer 
Heather Lynn Rivino 
  
Maine 
Lisa A. LaMarche 
Annette M. McKay 
Jennifer E. Ryan 
  
Massachusetts 
Kate K. Boucher 
Lauren Campbell 
Elizabeth C. Dornburgh 
Michael D. Dunham 
Nancy J. Gill 
Christopher J. Murphy 
  
New Hampshire  
Julie E. Boilard 
Paula D. Ludlam 
  
New Jersey 
Marc Issa 
Brian Singleton 
Jay Tepper 
Brian R. Tipton 
  
New York  
Nancy Audi 
Richard Aurelio 
Victor Barkalov 
Marcia Belgorod 
Teresa M. Brown 
Eileen M. Connor-Costilow 
John P. Donnelly 
Jennifer Ehrhardt 
Susan E. Frankel 
Rebecca E. Graf 
Ian F. Harris 
Thomas J. Kalamotousakis 
Maryana A. Kodner 
Stephanie L. Kron 

New York (contõd) 
Linda Lieberman 
Colette McKenna 
Shannon L. Molina 
Jean Bliss Olson 
Kelly J. Ong 
Molly L. Pease 
Kristen M. Ramos 
Mary L. Reardon 
Julie Roth 
Kathie J. Russell 
Jennifer M. Scanna 
Susan M. Sutera 
Imtiaz Zainule 
  
Pennsylvania 
Elaine M. Butkus 
Michael J. Conner 
Donna R. Crane 
Maria C. DiPaola 
Kimberly Ann Dunkle 
Deanna Eallonardo 
Michael Etkins 
Kurt C. Griffin 
Jennifer M. Heinz 
Mary Ann Johnston 
Grace Bradley Kelly 
John A. Metz 
Kristee K. Myers 
Jacqueline Nesbitt 
M. Victoria Pangonis 
Dianne H. Perry 
Rochelle Lee Quinn 
Donna G. Seitz 
  
Canada 
Benoit Boucher 
Christine Meunier 
Gaetan Parent 
Marsha S. Hempel 
Trevor P. Nkiwane 
Richard A. Oulton 
Lori C. Overend 
Tony Pierro 
Sandra K. Soroka 
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Region 1 

Management 
Team 

 

Paul Farnsworth  
Director  
pfarnsworth@woodsoviatt.com 

Rita Thompson, CLM  

Communications Officer  
RThompson@kmollp.com 

Susan Gay 

Education Officer  
sgay@mdmc-law.com 

Mary Lawson  

Projects Officer 
mlawson@icrh.com 

William Mech  

At-Large Director 
WMech@ssd.com 

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.barnesandnoble.com


The Year in Pictures  

2010 ñ 2011 
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Members and business part-

ners enjoy networking at a 

Quebec Chapter reception.  

Buffalo Chapter members 

Michele Finn, Mary McCabe, 

Kathy Willard and Holly 

Smith òWalk for the Cure.ó  

The Buffalo and Rochester 

Chapters held a  joint board 

meeting in Batavia, New York 

(half -way between their two 

cities).  

New Jersey Chapter mem-

bers Mary Ellen Dolan, Jim 

Van Leir, guest speaker 

Mitchell Hartman and Nancy 

Harris at an education work-

shop. 

Nutmeg Chapter members 

Joe Harmon, Veronica Tiedt, 

CLM and Susan Gay at the 

Annual Conference in Boston.  

Philadelphia Chapter members 

Joseph Samarco and Lisa Broad-

dus are all smiles at the member 

and business partner wine tasting 

event.  

NYC Chapter member 

Lani Marrerro with raffle 

prize winner and business 

partner Peter Manzi  at 

the summer party.  

Business partner Kerry Boll 

with Cheryl Abreau at the 

Philadelphia Chapterõs June 

meet and greet event.  

Philadelphia Chapter member 

Beth Devlin in the cash machine 

at the June meet and greet 

event.  

 

The 2010 Region 1 Conference 

Planning Committee at the 

Annual Conference in Boston.  

Downeast Chapter President 

John Sweeney with Tanya 

Lowell, Rachel Lawrence and 

ALA President Rita Alli at the 

chapter retreat in Phipps-

burg, Maine.  

Independence Chapter members 

donned red sweatshirts during 

the Region 1 Conference.  

The New Jersey Chapter held its 

second òAbove & Beyondó con-

test in honor of Professional Le-

gal Management Week.   

Director Paul Farnsworth 

presents the Region 1 Out-

standing Volunteer Award to 

Pittsburgh Chapter member 

Keith Cameron.  

Region 1 Conference scholar-

ship recipients Kathleen 

Crowley, Barbara Fisher, Kim 

Rivera and Kimberly Hamil-

ton.  

NYC Chapter member Diane 

Fugalli and ALA Executive 

Director Larry Smith at the 

Annual Conference.  


